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long defied us, it was yet inexpressibly
mournful to witness the long procession
of "doolies" bearing the dead and
wounded which streamed slowly back
into camp, Many a gallant soldier that
day gave his life for the -honour of his
Queen and country; but the loss that
overshadowed all others was that of ths
valiant Nicholson, struck down with a
mortal wound in the hour of victory while
nobly exposing himself to almost certain
death in the act of cheering forward his
men, who were for a moment checked
by a torrent of lead that swept the nar-
row lane up which they were advancing.
His memory and his example will never
be lost to the British Army, long and
brilliant as is the roll of its heroes.
The strength of the four columns of
assault was 3,660 men ; of the Reserve
column 1,500; or a total of 5,160. Op-
posed to us was a fortress " seven miles
in circumference, filled with an immense
fanatical Mussalman population, garri-
soned by full 40,000 soldiers armed and
disciplined by ourselves, with i_i4 heavy